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By Jenny Beechey
International Program Officer, Africa
TEAR Australia

What does it mean when we think about peace at

Christmas time?  

 

I wonder if the hope of peace at Christmas is

something like a wish to be able to sit down with

your feet up long enough to finish a cuppa while

it’s hot.  Perhaps that’s just me, but I suspect a lot

of us think of peace in a cursory sense – I want a

bit of peace, I want to feel calmer, I’d like things to

be easier and not a struggle.  

 

But when I stop long enough to think what peace

is really about, my mind goes to Ephesians 2.

 

This beautiful passage talks about Jesus

reconciling Jews and Gentiles to one another, but I

think we would be fairly safe to apply much of the

passage to any two groups.  

 

What I see in this passage is less about my own

well-being and calm and more about

reconciliation.  This peace is hard work

to achieve – barriers have to be destroyed and

walls of hostility removed.  Rather than a break

from striving and struggle, this peace comes at

great personal cost to Jesus.  

 

For he himself is our peace, who has made

the two groups one and destroyed the

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

- Ephesians 2:14

In my work I get to go places and meet all 

sorts of people and hear about a range of

struggles. It’s some great reality feedback for

me, when I am tempted to think that Jesus’ life,

death and resurrection happened to make life

better for me. 

 

One such place is Mozambique, a country

where people have lived through years of

conflict from independence and civil wars that

have left scars in families and communities.  

 

I was privileged to meet women who are part of

a community project there run by our partner

organisation, Oasis Mozambique. The team at

Oasis are people who are motivated by

knowing this Jesus who brings hard-won peace,

and they are his messengers of peace where

they work.  



One lady I met talked about how Oasis helped

to unite the community as a family, working

together to care for one another; no longer a

community thrown together by years of conflict,

but a place of peace. 

 

At Christmas I really do want the feet up with a

cuppa kind of peace, but if I think about it, really

think about it, the peace Jesus brings is so

much wider and deeper.  

 

It’s not just for me or for you but for us, for

humans doing life together, for communities

that are criss-crossed with barriers and a world

with one dividing wall of hostility after another. 

 

Jesus, whose coming we remember at

Christmas, came to show us what that peace

looks like with his life and win it for us through

his death and resurrection. 

 

The small baby brings big peace.

Learn more about and pray for 'mother leaders’

in Mozambique. These amazing women are

dedicated to helping their communities thrive. 

 

With training and support from our partner

Oasis Mozambique and its dedicated team,

these mothers are able to meet with their

neighbours and share important health

messages. The results have been incredible. For

example, through teaching community

members simple techniques like boiling water,

the care mothers have helped drastically

reduce rates of diarrhoea.

 

Hear how this long-term work building strong

community relationships and trust has led to

sustained, deep and fruitful transformation.

 

www.tear.org.au/stories/community-

strengthening-in-urban-mozambique

L E A R N  +  P R A Y

http://www.tear.org.au/stories/community-strengthening-in-urban-mozambique


W E  A R E  C A L L E D  T O  A  L I F E

T H A T ’ S  C O M M I T T E D  T O

R E S T O R I N G  T H I N G S  A S  G O D

I N T E N D E D  T H E M  T O  B E .

–  Y E N  D A L Y



2  P E A C E  I N
O U R  H E A R T S

By Yen Daly
TEAR Supporter + Lawyer

In this modern culture, everyone succeeds at

being busy. How many times, when asked how

your week has been, have you replied with

something like, “it’s been a bit crazy”? 

 

Same with the phrase, “I’m just a bit tired.”

Everyone always seems to be just a bit tired.

And this time of the year is no exception. 

 

On a broader level, we know that the world has

its dark realities. We know the existence of war,

famine, poverty. We’ve seen hopelessness.

We’ve felt helplessness. We’ve heard people

say they simply cannot watch the news

anymore. Compassion fatigue is as real as ever. 

 

We are tired. It’s perfectly natural to yearn for

the chaos of life to cease and give way to rest.

But I tell you – this is not the same as Peace.

 

Peace is hard-working. If Peace were a person, I

think our modern concept of them would be a

smiling, praying monk, always serene. Nothing

would phase them. They are untouched by the

worries of the world. 

 

But in fact, if Peace were a person, they would

be incredibly hard working. I think they would

constantly be trying to bring people together, or

talk some sense into us, as we stubbornly resist.

 

Let the peace of Christ rule your hearts

since as members of one body you were

called to peace. -Colossians 3:15

They are not about escaping the worries of this

world, they’re about diving right into them.

 

I think this because the Peace of the Bible, while

it can be a state of calm, is better described as

‘vehement goodness’. For this is how God

describes Creation at the end of the Genesis 1

poem. Our common translations describe it as

‘very good’ but the Hebrew is closer to

‘vehemently, abundantly good’. 

 

While the word Peace (‘Shalom’) is not used,

what we see here is a vivid picture of God’s

Peace. And as Christians, we believe that this

picture of Creation is how God intends for

things to be.

 

So, when Paul tells Jesus' followers in Colossae:

“Let the peace of Christ rule your hearts" (Col

3:15),  he didn’t mean they had to go around

feeling restful all the time.

 



The Colossians understood they were to be

people who were marked by a life committed to

restoring things as God had intended them 

to be. It is no different for us today. We are

called to Peace. We too are called to the same

work of restoration. 

 

“More work!?”

Before you walk away feeling more burdened,

remember that in and amongst the challenge to

bring Christ’s peace into the world, we are also

given the gracious gift of Rest. 

 

There are most definitely times where we need

to hide under the shelter of God’s wings, and

that solace is available to you. But if we aren’t

able to discern between the two, we may find

ourselves asking God to take away anything

that brings us tension or difficulty. 

 

We may pray that the discomfort which lets us

know there is a world crying for Peace be

quietened and sedated. We may find ourselves

asking for Rest when God is asking us to take

up our call and do the work of Peace. 

 

Remember, our Gospel is not about a Christ

who escaped brokenness, but a Christ who

defeated the powers that want Creation to

remain broken.

 

In the same way, letting the Peace of Christ rule

in our hearts means we are not waiting to

escape a wretched world, but we commit our

lives as witnesses to God’s active resurrection

power, breaking through and renewing Creation,

so that it once again can be ‘vehemently good’. 

This Christmas, would you spend some time

getting to know both Rest and Peace anew? 

 

If you seek Rest, you may want to reflect on

verses such as Matthew 11:28.

 

You may want to revisit some verses that

mention Peace (e.g. Colossians 3:15, Philippians

4:7, Isaiah 26:3, John 14:27, 2 thessalonians

3:16) with a new understanding. 

 

I pray that in doing both you will feel rested and

will have fresh motivation to join God’s work in

bringing about Peace for Creation.

 

This Christmas, may you worship the Prince of

Peace. True Peace.

P R A Y  +

R E F L E C T





3  P E A C E  I N
O U R  W O R L D

By Son Chanmony (Mony)
Director of TEAR’s partner 
Peace Bridges in Cambodia

Our God has been a God of peace and justice

from the beginning. You can read through the

first chapter of Genesis and realise how

beautiful was the world he created, how just 

and peaceful. 

 

This is the character of our God. He is good. He

is peaceful. Everything complements each

other. Humans and the rest of creation. From

the beginning, this is who our God is.

 

God heard his people suffering and he liberated

them and brought them to the promised land

and he sent his only son to liberate us from

oppression and slavery of sin.

 

When He talked to Moses, he said: “I have 

heard my people cry! I have heard their

injustice.” And He commissioned Moses to

liberate the people. God didn’t just remind them

of their faith, he took them from their

oppression (Exodus 3: 7-10).

 

To me, Christmas is about this liberation 

and freedom. Emmanuel is God is with us.

It is a season of love and kindness 

and compassion. 

For a child is born to us, a son is given to

us. The government will rest on his

shoulders. And he will be called:

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

- Isaiah 9:6

 

As we continue to be reminded of our God's

presence and strive to live our life showing

God's love to everyone, we also remember our

role as God's people to be peacemakers in our

world (Mathew 5:9) and be the voice for the

voiceless (Proverbs 31:8).

 

For me, peace building has been a journey of

faith. I find my motivation for peace building in

the teachings of Jesus – loving those who are

different from you, forgiving those who hurt you

and practising non violence.

 

We use the term ‘Justpeace’ in our work. It’s

when peace is seen as relational. It goes 

beyond a passive peace – when you just want

no conflict. Justpeace is when you apply 

justice into the equation. You need to balance

both together.



We started this ministry (Peace Bridges) when

our country received a peace agreement after

many years of war and fighting. 

 

After the Pol Pot regime, families would stick

together because we were afraid we would be

separated again. Then when our society started

to get better, and we started to get more

independent, fractures started to happen in 

the family. 

 

That is also what began to happen in

Cambodian churches. We had more than 50

years of war – so we had learned all these

unhealthy attitudes and behaviours.  

 

When Peace Bridges started we created

materials and workshops to enable churches to

reconcile. Teaching Christians not to judge, to

respect other perspectives. Then we realised

that there was huge violence around us, and we

decided to widen our work to the community

and other faith groups.  

 

Now we also address structural violence –

human rights violation, forced evictions, forced

land grabbing, conflict in deforestation and

fishing. We equip people to start on the journey

of personal transformation – to become

peacemakers and work towards a 

community goal. 

 

TEAR Australia has been one of our key funding

partners since we began in 2003.

Reflect on the term ‘justpeace’ that Mony 

uses – it’s when justice is also

considered into the concept of peace. It’s about

addressing the deep structural

injustices in our world which impede the

Shalom that God’s presence brings. 

 

In your family or in a small group, think about a

structural injustice that you know about or are

interested in – whether it’s in your local

community, in Australia or a global issue. 

 

Find out more about this issue, and create one

or two actions that you can do around it,

whether it’s signing a petition, raising awareness

on social media, praying or donating to support

this cause.  

 

One example you may like to investigate is

TEAR’s Rubbish Campaign, which is calling on

multinationals to reduce their plastic pollution in

poorer countries. 

 

Find out more and sign the petition here:

www.tear.org.au/rubbish

R E F L E C T  +

A C T

http://www.tear.org.au/rubbish


O U R  G O D  H A S  B E E N  A  G O D

O F  P E A C E  A N D  J U S T I C E

F R O M  T H E  B E G I N N I N G .

- S O N  C H A N M O N Y



4  P E A C E  O N
E A R T H

By Liz Milani, TEAR friend and 
co-founder of The Practice Co.
(formerly Pocketfuel)
www.pktfuel.com

Peace? On earth? Good News for all? A Saviour

is born? A baby?

 

When the angel appeared to the shepherds in

the field that night, Judea had been living under

Roman occupation for more than 60 years.

Caesar had gained control of most of the

known world from England to India. In every

town he entered, in every Roman-conquered

province, the people were commanded to bow

before Caesar and declare him: “King of Kings

and Lord of Lords”.

 

If you denied Caesar his praise, you were nailed

to two pieces of wood that formed a horrific

torture device designed to kill you publicly and

slowly, clearly dominated by the Roman King

you refused to worship. It was called crucifixion. 

 

In 41BCE, The Caesar was officially

declared to be the Divine incarnate; a God

amongst humans. Caesar’s son was

called, “The Son of God”. There was an

inscription found dated back to 9BCE

that said: “The Birthday of Caesar has been 

for the whole world the beginning of The 

Good News.’” 

 

That night there were shepherds staying in

the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of

sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord

appeared among them, and the radiance of

the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They

were terrified, but the angel reassured

them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you

good news that will bring great joy to all

people. – Luke 2:8-10

In 4BCE, the Judean town Emmaus was burned

to the ground, and two thousand people were

slaughtered. This was gospel good news

according to Caesar: peace for a select few by

sword and blood and domination. 

 

Long before the angels appeared in that field

and Jesus was birthed from the womb of a

Jewish woman, Caesar was called a God

among men, the saviour of the world; he

demanded to be worship and called his son the

Son of God. His gospel was that the whole

world would be Roman.

 

So, when angels declared that a (different)

Saviour had been born and that through him,

everybody everywhere would find

peace, it would have rocked their worlds on

every single level. 

 

http://www.pktfuel.com/


This declaration wasn’t just a few lines that

would inspire some Christmas Carols and

movies in times to come; it had incredible

political, social, and personal implications for

those who had experienced the Gospel of

Caesar

 

How would peace come?

 

Through forgiveness, service, talking,

reconciling… speaking truth to power and

outright refusing to let domination

and control guide our choices, and rejecting the

temptation to control others through violence

and manipulation. 

 

It’s about choosing to see the Divine thread in

everyone everywhere. Peace is fierce, humble

and inclusive all at the same time.

 

“In Hebrew peace, Shalom, means fullness,

means having everything you need to be wholly

and happily yourself.” wrote Frederick Buchner.

“For Jesus, peace seems to have meant not the

absence of struggle, but the presence of love”.

 

Every year, my kids pick out gifts to give our

friends from TEAR’s Useful Gifts catalogue, and

it’s amazing to see their young hearts start to

grasp the reality of our world, and the possibility

of what their engagement and contribution can

do - how they can be agents of peace in a

conflicted world.

 

Peace, like love, is just as subversive now as it

was back then when the angels sang to

shepherds in the dead of night.

Like Liz and her family, consider giving a

gift of love from TEAR’s Useful Gifts Catalogue

this Christmas! 

 

This year, our theme is ‘Gifts that overflow

with life’, based on the scripture John 10:10 – “I

came that they may have

life, and have it abundantly.”

 

Every day, TEAR works alongside communities

experiencing extreme poverty and injustice to

bring life in all its abundance. Your purchase of

a Useful Gift enables this life-giving work to

overflow where it is needed most.

 

Shop online www.usefulgifts.org or call us on

1800 244 986 

R E F L E C T  +

G I V E

http://www.usefulgifts.org/




5  S H A L O M

By Joel McKerrow
TEAR Australia Artist Ambassador

Joel is an amazing poet, writer and educator

and has written a beautiful poem, called 'Blink'

about God’s overwhelming peace – the Shalom

which arrived at Christmas time in the form of

baby Jesus. 

 

Joel says: “The Shalom/peace of

God is what I am walking toward. It calls me

forth in the reality of my everyday. So that my

actions right here and now mean something,

are building toward something. 

 

It is the big story that my small story gets

caught up in. It draws me toward a world of

peace and an inner life of peace. It shapes my

present with peace and draws me toward the

peace of the future.”

 

You can read Joel's poem on the next page, or

watch a short video of Joel performing ‘Blink’

here:

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=w0sCSrQnKKc

 

If you’re inspired by it, share it with a friend,

small group, your church, or on social media.

 

 

 

“Look! Look! God has moved into the

neighbourhood, making his home with

men and women! They’re his people, he’s 

their God. He’ll wipe every tear from their 

eyes. Death is gone for good - tears gone,

crying gone, pain gone - all the first order of

things gone”. 

-Revelation 21: 3-4, (The Message)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0sCSrQnKKc


 

By Joel McKerrow

 

The revolution was born today

Blink and you'll miss it.

The revolution was born today. 

The non-violence. 

The peace. 

Born today in the midst of Palestinian

Territories. 

In the midst of occupation and

resistance and fleeing and seeking

asylum and governments built on

power and a world built on atrocity, the

inequality of patriarchy. 

In the midst of wrapping paper and gift.

Blink. 

In the midst of Christmas ham.

Blink. 

In the midst of family broken and family

healed. 

Blink and you'll miss it. 

 

The revolution was born today. 

A baby born today. 

And that he would break the back of

violence and injustice. 

And that he would hold up a new way of

being this humanity together 

and that he would hold up a new way of

being this divinity, together.

 

And that the gloom would dissipate. 

Blink. 

And that the deep dark would see the light

dawn upon us all 

like split night, 

like shattered weight, 

like war boots 

and all talk of retribution have nowhere

to march 

and nothing more to speak.

Blink. 

The revolution was born today.

Blink. 

Peace born today. Blink. 

A new way of being this human thing

together. 

Blink. 

He was born today. 

Blink. 

So we were born today.

Blink 

and you'll miss it.

BLINK



O U R  S T O R Y  
 

TEAR is a Christian aid and development organisation seeking God’s

vision of a just and compassionate world. We’re focused in places of great need,

partnering with local Christian organisations to end poverty, challenge

inequality and build sustainable communities.  Together, we act with

courage, tackling injustice in order that all may experience fullness of life.

 

IIf you’d like to find out more about TEAR Australia and our work visit www.tear.org.au

 

You can also visit www.usefulgifts.org for awesome life-giving Christmas gifts including 

safe water, pre-school classes and chickens! Shop online www.usefulgifts.org or call us 

on 1800 244 986 

http://www.usefulgifts.org/

