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We’d love to invite you to our key event  
for 2018 – our TEAR WA State Gathering:  

TEAR Gatherings are places where old and new 
supporters can hear reflective and thoughtful 
teaching on biblical justice and provide 
opportunities for people to begin to formulate 
individual and collective responses. It’s an 
excellent chance to fellowship with others who 
are similarly inclined toward the margins and 
God’s heart for justice. We had an amazing 
conference in 2017 and we hope to make this 
year even better!

Steve Bradbury, former TEAR Australia Director, 
is the keynote speaker and others that will 
be joining us for the day are Dawn Gilchrist, 
a Yamatji woman from Carnarvon who works 
in Wadjak Community Centre in Balga, Alex 
McKellar from Riverview Church and Love 
Makes a Way, TEAR’s National Director Matthew 
Maury and many more. So don’t miss out!  

“ ... the Lord has told us 
what is good. And what 
he requires of us is this: 
to do what is just, to show 
constant love, and to live  
in humble fellowship with 
our God.” Micah 6:8

TEAR WA State Gathering
Saturday 28 July 2018

Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3

P rogram

Steve McKinnon,  
on behalf of the  
WA Gathering 2018 team. 

Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3



REGISTRATION OPENS  8:00am 

PRAYER & WELCOME TO COUNTRY  9:00am 

KEYNOTE SESSION  9.15-9.45am 
The Spirit Level – Part 1 by Steve Bradbury

1 WORKSHOPS   9.45-10.25am

MORNING TEA    10:25-10.50am

2 WORKSHOPS  10.50-11.30am

ALL IN WORSHIP   11:30-11.45am

AFTERNOON MAIN SESSION    11.45-12.20pm 
The Spirit Level – Part 2 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER 12.20-12.30pm

FINISH 12.30-1.30pm

Schedule

Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3



  

WORKSHOP TOPICS 

Good Development is Good News  
Phil Lindsay, TEAR Australia’s Development 
Effectiveness Co-ordinator and Steve Bradbury 
former National Director of TEAR Australia

Good Development also means Christ-like development.  
There are good biblical reasons why TEAR does development 
the way it does.  Come along and hear from Steve and Phil who 
have had 2 lifetimes of experience reflecting biblically on first 
hand project work. 

First People’s Story  
Dawn Gilchrist

Dawn is a committed Christian and nurse who works in Wadjak 
Community Centre in Balga. She is a Yamatji from Carnarvon and 
has studied extensively. She believes that hope for Australia is 
found when aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people come together 
as one in Christ. Come along and hear Dawn’s story and engage 
in a meaningful dialogue on how Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
people can come together. Questions are encouraged!  

Just Communities  
Clint Bergsma from Church Freo 

As part of TEAR’s 5 responses, we ask Christians in Australia to 
consider how they might “live simply so that others may simply 
live”. Clint and Church Freo have been on a journey to explore 
this question and try a few things in their local community. They 
will share their reflections and invite you to consider what living 
simply looks like in your own day-to-day life. 

Crying Out for Justice  
Alex McKellar from Riverview and  
Love Makes a Way 

Advocacy is an effective way a small amount of effort can make 
a huge difference to the poor. Jubilee 2000 was very effective 
at enabling governments to drop the debt and the Make Poverty 
History Campaign increased overseas aid and empowered 
millions to rise out of poverty. There is a clear biblical mandate 
to speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves. Alex 
will reflect biblically on advocacy, help us consider the most 
appropriate action for each topic and situation, and guide us 
through the maze of responses from direct action to letter writing. 

1 WORKSHOPS | 9.45-10.25AM

Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3



  

WORKSHOP TOPICS 

TEAR – What Are We Here For?  
Matthew Maury and Tim Johnson

TEAR is part of a broader move of God’s Kingdom on earth. 
There are many political and economic global forces at work  
and trends are emerging in the Development and Aid space.  
We now have about 3000 overseas aid and development 
agencies in Australia and an aging church population. How can 
TEAR best use its limited resources to speak into this space? 
How can we use our strengths to best serve God and his 
Kingdom in these times? 

Young People age 12-17 –  
You Can Make A Difference 
Kate Wheatley 

Young people play an important part in God’s Kingdom. Come 
along and hear how your gifts, talents and passions can make a 
difference in the world. 

Children age 6-11 – Kids for Kids Program  
Suzanne Bell and John Francis – SU Interns

 

John and Suzanne will be using the TEAR Resource “Kids for 
Kids” to help our children connect to children in TEAR projects 
and see God’s heart for the poor. Please sign your children out 
and in again for morning tea.

1 WORKSHOPS | 9.45-10.25AM

Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3



  

WORKSHOP TOPICS 

Good Development is Good News 
Phil Lindsay, TEAR Australia’s Development 
Effectiveness Co-ordinator and Steve Bradbury 
former National Director of TEAR Australia

Good Development also means Christ-like development.  
There are good biblical reasons why TEAR does development 
the way it does.  Come along and hear from Steve and Phil who 
have had 2 lifetimes of experience reflecting biblically on first 
hand project work.

Justice for Sceptics 
Therese Duirs

Despite a recent shift, there are still many sections of the 
Christian community that remain sceptical about the relevancy  
of Justice and Faith. There is a fear amongst some that Christians 
will lose passion for Jesus and it will become just a liberal,  
social gospel. 

Therese will address these questions and more and empower 
you to speak with authority to church leaders and fellow 
Christians about why biblical justice and mercy is an important 
expression of walking humbly with God. 

Telling TEAR’s Story 
Judy Siddins 

TEAR is passionate about equipping and empowering people 
to speak up for those who can’t speak for themselves. Judy’s 
passion is a great example of how, through supporting a TEAR 
project in Afghanistan, she managed to engage not only her 
church community but the wider South Perth community with the 
kingdom message of faith and justice.  

Come along and be trained in how to speak up via TEAR’s latest 
engagement resource ‘Release’. 

TEAR – What Are We Here For?   
Matthew Maury and Tim Johnson

TEAR is part of a broader move of God’s Kingdom on earth. 
There are many political and economic global forces at work  
and trends are emerging in the Development and Aid space.  
We now have about 3000 overseas aid and development 
agencies in Australia and an aging church population. How can 
TEAR best use its limited resources to speak into this space? 
How can we use our strengths to best serve God and his 
Kingdom in these times? 

Young People – You Can Make A Difference 
Kate Wheatley 

Young people play an important part in God’s Kingdom. Come 
along and hear how your gifts, talents and passions can make  
a difference in the world.  

2 WORKSHOPS | 10.50-11.30AM

Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3



Speakers

KEYNOTE  
Steve Bradbury
Former National Director  
of TEAR Australia

Phil Lindsay
TEAR Australia’s Development 
Effectiveness Co-ordinator

Dawn Gilchrist
A Yamatji woman from 
Carnarvon, and nurse who 
works in Wadjak Community 
Centre in Balga

Clint Bergsma
Church Freo Pastor

Alex McKellar
Alex leads the Justice 
ministry at Riverview Church 
and oversees Community 
Services and Riverview 
Children’s Foundation

Matthew Maury 
TEAR Australia  
National Director 

Kate Wheatley
Kate has a degree in 
Counselling through Tabor 
and has a real passion for 
God and the First People  
of Australia

Therese Duirs
Nurse, mother and leader of 
South of the River TEAR Group 
and member of Mt Pleasant 
Baptist Church

Tim Johnson
TEAR National Community 
Engagement Manager

Worship team
Church Freo

Judy Siddins
TEAR supporter and volunteer

Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3



TEAR Australia:
Engaging Australian Christians 
in God’s work of justice and 
compassion.

Funds entrusted to TEAR  
are used solely to:

• facilitate and strengthen the 
development and humanitarian 
relief programs of our partners

• further inform, challenge and 
empower Australian Christians 
to make biblically shaped 
responses to poverty and 
injustice 

National Office:
PO Box 164  
Blackburn Victoria 3130 
1/4 Solwood Lane 
Blackburn Victoria 3130 
ABN 85 085 413 832

Toll Free: 1800 244 986 
T: (03) 9264 7000 
F: (03) 9877 7944 
E: tearaust@tear.org.au

www.tear.org.au

Se e you soon!
Register today https://bit.ly/2rrPDK3


